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Subject:  

No PACTOR/WINMOR  

No Problem!          

9 April 2010, Issue IV

Frank Wegori/AAR5NG MI 

AAR5NG@sbcglobal.net
 

 TODAY'S TOPIC:  How to set up the TELNET Client module in the AirMail program.

When band conditions preclude connecting to a Radio Message Server (RMS) station using PACTOR or WINMOR, it is still possible for you to send and receive Winlink traffic via TELNET.

TELNET will give you the ability to interact with the MARS Traffic System 24/7 (provided you have a live Internet connection. You will then be able to send formal/informal message traffic to any registered MARS call sign worldwide.  Messages can also be addressed to specific email addresses. 

Note: The Department of Defense (DoD) recently directed that as one of their auxiliaries, we will be RF-oriented and only utilize the Internet as a last resort.  So, that means we are to use PACTOR or WINMOR as the primary means of interacting with Winlink, but when these modes are not available, the use of Telnet is permissible.
The following steps explain how to gain this added capability:

1.  If you are currently using the AirMail program (with or without PACTOR), go to the Message Index screen and click on: TOOLS/OPTIONS/MODULES.  Select TELNET CLIENT and click on SETUP (and SHOW IN TASKBAR).  Follow the prompts.  Close AirMail.

2. Copy the file called System.MARS.ini (obtainable from AAR5HF, AAR5NG, or the http://www.winlink.org website) to your AirMail folder, (typically, C:\AirMail) and launch AirMail.

3. Provide your MARS callsign when prompted. From the Message Index screen, click TOOLS/SETUP WIZARD, enable the MARS system, uncheck the HAM system and provide your MARS call sign when prompted. Proceed through the prompts and Click on Finish.

4. From the Message Index screen, click MODULES/TELNET CLIENT, or click on the yellow lightning bolt icon to open the Telnet window.

5. Click New and enter the following info to configure your Telnet module:

Remote Callsign: WL2K
Remote Host: server.Winlink.org
Port: CONTACT AAR5NG
Timeout (sec): 120
Local Callsign: (your MARS callsign omit the /T)

Password: CONTACT AAR5NG
Protocol: check B2
Include in AutoCheck: check
Click OK

Note: this setup info is not for distribution outside of MARS.

6. Using AirMail, send a message to AAM5AMI, with a Cc: to your Cell Coordinator and AAR5NG advising of your added capability.  If you run into a snag, please direct any questions to AAR5HF or AAR5NG.  Good luck!  
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