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Subject:  

Automated Report Addressing  WL2K
1 September 2007, Issue VII

Frank Wegori/AAR5NG MI 

AAR5NG@sbcglobal.net
 

 TODAY'S TOPIC:  How to create an Address Book boilerplate for outbound reports being sent via the Winlink 2000 traffic system. 

BEING CONSISTENT: When you consider that we currently have one Action Addressee and at least seven (7) INFO Addressees that must be correctly identified in the header of your outbound report, such as an Exercise EEI Report for example, the potential for typos and omissions is growing.   Staying consistent with that string of correct call signs is essential to the proper distribution of your message.  

Even when there is no pressure to move quickly and accurately, errors happen.  Add the anxiety of a real live disaster and you may find that your keyboarding skills and memory have deserted you. 

For the purpose of this instruction, we will be dealing mostly with an Exercise EEIs, ACTUAL EEIs and VA Patient MARSgrams since these are the most common outbound messages being sent today. The Michigan OPLAN will always be the final word on where to route your messages.  

If you are intending to relay a message that you rogered for received via MT63, then dig up a copy of the last digital tip, Handling Data in MT63 19 February 2007, Issue V and review the procedure for copying data.  Once you grasp this concept, you’ll be using what you learned while composing an outbound message in Airmail.

Side note: The traffic we send out via Airmail can be saved within the Outbox folder of the Airmail program by opting to archive it.  However, I find it convenient for a variety of reasons to also store that kind of traffic outside of the Airmail program in a folder of my choice.  It might be overkill, but it works for me.

COMPOSING USING METHOD (A): Fire up Airmail and click on the 3rd icon from the left, called “Format a new message.” Cancel the Address Book for now.  Click on File/Import-Export/Import and click on the outbound message that you created and saved as a separate .txt file.  

This file will be immediately displayed in the message field of Airmail.  Make sure the DE line now reflects your call sign and your Message Number.   This applies to all traffic you intend to send.

In the TO window of Airmail, type in the call sign of the station that the message will be sent to.  If the message is an outbound VA Patient MARSgram, refer to the VAMC list of participating medical centers (provided upon request by AAR5NG) to find the proper seven-character call sign that should be used.

Insure that the Post Via window reflects the word “MARS.”

SUBJECT LINE: If the message is an outbound VA Patient MARSgram, type in data that will identify a destination similar to the following example: “VAMC SAN DIEGO CA 92161”

COMPOSING USING METHOD (B):

Fire up Airmail and click on the 3rd icon from the left, called “Format a new message.” Cancel the Address Book for now.  

Using the standard Copy ‘N Paste technique, copy the outbound message from the MT63log.txt file as per Tip 5, or wherever you have placed it and paste it into the message field of the Airmail composing screen.

Replace the DE line and type a call sign into the TO window and the word “MARS” into the Post Via window as described above.

SUBJECT LINE: If the message is an outbound VA Patient MARSgram, type in data that will identify a destination similar to the following example: “VAMC SAN DIEGO CA 92161”

Note: Please remember that if the message is an Exercise EEI, the Subject Line should reflect an entry similar to the following example:

“EXERCISE EEI/HIDDEN SHADOW/MI”

or as is appropriate for your message.  See MAMB 5207 and the MI OPLAN for routing instructions including staff member call signs.

When the TO window, or the Cc: window contains more than one call sign or email address, a comma must separate them.

After completing the above, click on the mailbox icon to post your message in the Outbox folder for pickup.

To confirm that your message is ready to be transmitted, view the Message Index.  If your outbound message reflects a mailbox icon in the leftmost position of the Message ID, it is ready to be sent.  If there is no Mailbox icon shown, double-click the message (which will take you back to the composition screen) and click the Mailbox icon at the top.

After connecting to any PMBO via Telnet or Pactor, your outbound message will be uploaded automatically if you are in Telnet, or the Pactor BBS forwarding mode (as opposed to the keyboard mode).  After the transfer has occurred, and you have been disconnected, go to the Message Index and click on the Outbox folder.  If your message has been sent, it will reflect a green checkmark.  If it has not been sent, the checkmark will be absent.

The very best way to learn how to properly utilize the WL2K system and Airmail, is to read all the docs associated Winlink 2000 and practice sending message traffic as often as you can.  Use the examples below to build your own Airmail Address Book boilerplate.  Once you complete and save the boilerplate, composing an ACTUAL EEI or EXERCISE EEI will be child’s play.  Take your time and triple check it when completed.  If you have questions, feel free to contact Hoby/AAR5HF or me.  Good luck.

73, Frank Wegori/AAR5NG
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