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 TODAY'S TOPIC:  How to access the Winlink system RMS (Radio Message Server) stations without a terminal node controller (TNC).

In the “dark ages,” there were only two ways to send and receive MARS messages via the Winlink system; Pactor or Telnet.  Pactor requires a TNC and Telnet entails an Internet connection.  

The Department of Defense (DoD) recently directed that as one of their auxiliaries, we will be RF-oriented and only utilize the Internet as a last resort.  That left Pactor as the primary means of interacting with Winlink. 

Enter WINMOR, a new and exciting cutting-edge program that does NOT need a TNC, or an Internet connection, is much faster than Pactor I and produces error-free copy.  If you are currently using soundcard modes such as Olivia or MT63 (and you should be), there is an excellent chance that you will be able to operate WINMOR as well!

WINMOR recommends the use of a separate soundcard, but many have found (this author included) that the soundcard already built into the computer’s motherboard will also work just fine.  However, all soundcards are not created equal, so a trial will be in order.  If your current soundcard won’t do the job, an added soundcard (internal PCI, or external) can usually be found at a reasonable price with a bit of shopping. 

The best way to get started is to subscribe to the Yahoo Group called WINMOR located at: http://groups.yahoo.com   The Files section contains the latest program for download and it’s called RMS Express. WINMOR’s Help file is extensive and a good one.  Once installed, updates are automatically controlled via the Internet (if you opt for it).  New bells and whistles are still being added, but the program is completely functional.

Presently, there are 26 different tri-service RMS stations across the country dedicated to WINMOR 24/7/365.  So, if you’re properly tuned, connecting will be a snap.  You can also opt for frequency control of your rig, provided you have the proper interface device.

If you also load the optional propagation software, WINMOR will identify what it thinks is the best RMS connect to attempt.  However, as Hoby McLaughlin/AAR5HF, Digital Team Co-leader likes to say, “The one that answers your connect request, is the best.”   

So, if sending your Monthly Participation Report (MPR), Incident Notification Reports, AAR's, Net Reports, MARSgrams, or anything else via Winlink, is something you currently do, or would like to try, WINMOR is the program for you.

WINMOR-related questions should be directed to Hoby/AAR5HF, or to me. 

Reminder:  The Olivia (1k/32) net meets at 1201Z every Sunday morning on KBJ USB.   Please check in.  We would enjoy having you join the group.  
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